Civitas Lessons on Democracy

What is Responsibility?
This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by the Civitas Eurasia partnership under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The primary author of this lesson is Charles S. White. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to Charles White (cswhite@bu.edu) and international
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Grade Level/Age: Elementary, Grade 3

Themes: Foundations of Democracy, Responsibility
Lesson Description: The lesson introduces students to the concept of responsibility. By examining a number of examples of responsibility, along with non-examples, students will construct a definition of the concept that contains its essential attributes. The lesson then asks students to identify additional examples of responsibility based on the definition and to propose novel examples from their personal experience. For homework, students will talk with parents and other adults about responsibilities they have and why they carry out those responsibilities. 
Duration: 45 minutes

Lesson Purpose: Responsibility is “intrinsic not only to a democratic society but to society itself. . . .” Responsibility promotes “the social cohesion of any society. Without it social order would descend into a condition of unbridled individualism, where self-interest would tend to dominate other considerations. If, on the other hand, responsibility for personal action is taken away from the individual and turned over to others, it is a tacit admission that ordinary individuals cannot or should not control their own destiny. Without the ability to take personal responsibility no one is free.”
 Government also has responsibilities to meet, and citizens are responsible for monitoring government actions and insisting that government carries out its responsibilities in a just and equitable matter. The lesson addresses most directly National Civics and Government Standards, Grades K-4, Section V, Sub-section D: “What are Important Responsibilities of Americans?” especially Standard 1: “Responsibilities of Individuals.”

Lesson Outcomes: Students will be able:

1. to discriminate between examples and non-examples of responsibilities, 

2. to apply the definition of responsibility to generate and identify new examples of the concept,

3. to recognize that although specific responsibilities may vary in terms of type, behavior, culture, or source of responsibility, all responsibilities share a basic set of elements.

Curriculum Area(s):  Social studies, reading.

Terms and Concepts to Understand: 

1. Duty

2. Consequence

3. (any new terms used in lesson tasks or appearing in lesson handouts).

Materials and Handouts Required:
1. Case Study: Alice’s Field Trip Handout

2. This is Responsibility/This Isn’t (Step One)

3. Is this Responsibility? (Step Three)

4. Responsibilities Worksheet

5. Enrichment Readings

Content and Instructional Strategies: 

A. BEGINNING
“Today we are going to answer the question, “What is responsibility?”  I am going to tell you a story; listen carefully as I read it, and try to decide which people have a responsibility.”  Distribute and read the Case Study: Alice’s Field Trip
 handout.

After reading the case study: “Did she? Was it the crew, the man ordering food, the two boys on the bench, her teacher, Jerry and Lenny, her friends and Molly? All of them? None of them? At the end of this lesson, we will come back here and help Alice decide.”

“Sometimes, it is not easy to agree on what responsibility is.  In this lesson, we are going to see if you can determine what responsibility is, based on some sample situations.”
Read the situations listed below under “Step One.” You may also distribute the handout This is Responsibility/This Isn’t. [NOTE: The first six are positive examples of responsibility; the last two are non-examples].

 B. MIDDLE
1. Step One: Examples
/Non-Examples

a) This is an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  Billy had just finished eating his candy bar and was about to throw the wrapper on the ground. When he saw the sign that said “No Littering: City of Manchester,” he held on to his wrapper until he could throw it in a trash can. 
 

b) This is an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  Jane promised her friend Nancy that she would tell their teacher that Nancy had borrowed the stapler, but Jane didn’t.  Nancy got in trouble the next day.
 

c) This is an example of a responsibility. Tell me why. Lisa and her friends wanted to go skating on the pond, but there was a sign that said “No skating allowed.” They decided to go to the skating rink instead.

d) This is an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  Mr. and Mrs. Rivera work very hard to take care of their children. They know that people expect parents to care for their children.

e) This is an example of a responsibility. Tell me why. Jack had a part time job at the local supermarket. The day he was told to stack the shelves Jack decided to relax in the storeroom instead. The next day, his boss told him he was fired. 

f) This is an example of a responsibility. Tell me why. After all the bad snowstorms, there were many deep potholes in the streets that damaged cars. The city government sent repair crews to fix the potholes so people could drive safely. 

g) This is not an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  It was a hot, sunny day and the Zaid family decided to spend the day at the beach.

h) This is not an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  Alison’s friends wanted to go the movies on Friday night. Alison didn’t like the movie they chose, so she decided to stay home and watch a sports match on television.

2. 
Step Two: “According to the examples and non-examples I just gave you, what do you think a responsibility is?  Write your definition on a piece of paper, based only on the items we just read/heard and talked about.”

After a suitable time, continue: “Let’s see if we can create one good class definition based on what you each wrote.” Write the definition on the board, aiming for some form of the target definition:

TARGET DEFINITION: “A responsibility is the duty to do something or to behave in a certain way, and the duty not to do something or not to behave in a certain way.”

2. Step Three: “Now I am going to read you some situations that may or may not be examples of responsibilities.  I want you to tell me whether each one is, or is not, an example of a responsibility.  Use the definition that we just came up with to help you.” [Optional: Distribute Is This Responsibility? handout]

a. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  In some cultures, stealing brings shame to the tribe the thief belongs to, so stealing is a serious offense against the tribe.

b. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not? While reading a book on a park bench, Thomas saw people handing out flyers about an upcoming concert. He continued to read his book.

c. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  Emily’s father told her that he always tries to open a door for a woman. It was just something men were taught to do when he was a young man.

d. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  There was a big increase in crime in Boxville last year, so the city council of Boxville hired more police officers to keep the community safe.

e.
Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  Joanne’s school is used as a voting place during elections. Joanne wanted to vote, too, but her teacher said she wasn’t old enough to vote.

e. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  Congressman Jones was elected by the citizens in his district to represent them in Congress. After a while, Congressman Jones missed a lot of meetings and didn’t return calls from the people in the district. In the next election, the people elected someone else to replace him.

 C.
END [Step Four]

 “Now, let’s return to Alice. Which people had responsibilities in the case study, based on our definition?  

Reviewing and Using the Lesson: “Based on what you have learned today, please give me some examples of responsibilities you see or carry out every day.” [Accept any responses that contain the relevant elements of the concept. Encourage them to use people and institutions they have been studying in the social studies curriculum. Refer students back to the definition to check their answers.]

Extending the Lesson: Return to the examples of responsibility in this lesson and have students identify what was/were the sources of responsibility. These would include promises, assignments, occupations, rules and laws, customs, civic principles, and moral principles.
 If students have been using the This is Responsibility/This Isn’t and Is this Responsibility? handouts, they can write their answers on those handouts.

The following are possible answers:

Step One

1. Littering [rules and laws, civic principles, moral principles]

2. Stapler [Jane – promise; Nancy – moral principles]

3. Rivera family [customs, moral principles]

4. Supermarket [occupation, assignment]

5. Potholes [promise, assignment , civic principles]

Step Two

1. Stealing [custom, moral principles]

2. –

3. Door opening [customs, moral principles]

4. Boxville crime [civic principles]

5. –

6. Congressman [promise, assignment, civic principles]

Responsibility Worksheet

1. India wedding [custom]

2. Israeli army [rules and laws, civic principles]

3. –

4. Boxville crime [civic principles]

5. –

Enrichment: Myths, legends, fables, and primary documents from the past are excellent sources of responsibility examples (Enrichment Readings), as well as children’s literature and informational texts already required in the curriculum. 

Assessment: Pass out a list of five brief scenarios [Responsibilities Worksheet].  Have students circle each example of a responsibility, and cross out each non-example of a responsibility. 
Optional Homework Assignment: Have students interview their parents or other trusted adults to find out what responsibilities they think they have and where they got those responsibilities. Prepare a summary chart to bring to class.



Case Study: Alice’s Field Trip

Alice’s class was buzzing with excitement because this was the day of their field trip to an island not far from their sea-side town. They would have to take a ferry boat to get there. “You know you have to behave yourselves today,” her teacher reminded them. “It’s your responsibility.” Alice knew that she had to behave well, but wasn’t sure what the teacher meant by “responsibility.” She decided to watch other people during the trip and ask her teacher later whether they had responsibilities. 

When the class got to the dock, they were helped aboard by the ferry crew. When it was time to head out to the island, the crew leaped into action – untying the ropes that held the boat to the dock and pulling up the ramp. Then they were on their way. 

The ferry was really packed with people, and Alice kept looking around to find responsibilities. There was one man who stood at the snack bar trying to decide what to buy. He decided on a hot dog. On the other side of the ferry, Alice saw two boys get up from the bench they were sitting on so that an elderly woman could sit. “That’s nice,” Alice thought. When they got to the island, Alice’s teacher rounded up the class and counted to make sure everyone was together. That took a while because Jerry and Lenny were chasing each other through the crowd, yelling and bumping into people. Alice’s teacher was not very happy about that.

On the return trip on the ferry, Alice and her friends stood at the front of the ferry, but Molly decided not to – she was cold. As the ferry approached the dock, Alice was still wondering if she had seen responsibilities. 

This is Responsibility/This Isn’t

a) This is an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  Billy had just finished eating his candy bar and was about to throw the wrapper on the ground. When he saw the sign that said “No Littering: City of Manchester,” he held on to his wrapper until he could throw it in a trash can.

b) This is an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  Jane promised her friend Nancy that she would tell their teacher that Nancy had borrowed the stapler, but Jane didn’t.  Nancy got in trouble the next day.

c) This is an example of a responsibility. Tell me why. Lisa and her friends wanted to go skating on the pond, but there was a sign that said “No skating allowed.” They decided to go to the skating rink instead.

d) This is an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  Mr. and Mrs. Rivera work very hard to take care of their children. They know that people expect parents to care for their children.

e) This is an example of a responsibility. Tell me why. Jack had a part time job at the local supermarket. The day he was told to stack the shelves Jack decided to relax in the storeroom instead. The next day, his boss told him he was fired. 

f) This is an example of a responsibility. Tell me why. After all the bad snowstorms, there were many deep potholes in the streets that damaged cars. The city government sent repair crews to fix the potholes so people could drive safely. 

g) This is not an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  It was a hot, sunny day and the Zaid family decided to spend the day at the beach.

This is not an example of a responsibility.  Tell me why.  Alison’s friends wanted to go the movies on Friday night. Alison didn’t like the movie they chose, so she decided to stay home and watch a sports match on television.

Is It Responsibility?
a. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  In some cultures, stealing brings shame to the tribe the thief belongs to, so stealing is a serious offense against the tribe.

b. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not? While reading a book on a park bench, Thomas saw people handing out flyers about an upcoming concert. He continued to read his book.

c. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  Emily’s father told her that when he was a young man, he would always open a door for a woman. It was just something men did back then.

d. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  There was a big increase in crime in Boxville last year, so the city council of Boxville hired more police officers to keep the community safe.

e. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  Joanne’s school is used as a voting place during elections. Joanne wanted to vote, too, but her teacher said she wasn’t old enough to vote.

f. Is this a responsibility?  Why or why not?  Congressman Jones was elected by the citizens in his district to represent them in Congress. After a while, Congressman Jones missed a lot of meetings and didn’t return calls from the people in the district. In the next election, the people elected someone else to replace him.

Responsibilities Worksheet

Read the following five scenarios carefully.  CIRCLE THE EXAMPLES of responsibilities and CROSS OUT THE NON-EXAMPLES of responsibilities.

a) In India, families are expected to spend a lot of money for weddings. Now weddings are so expensive that some young people are deciding not to get married because they can’t afford to.

b) Benjamin was about to turn 18 and prepared to enter the army. All young men in Israel are expected to serve in the military for three years; women must serve for 21 months. 

c) When Jeremy was visiting his Fred’s house one afternoon, Fred’s younger brother asked for help with his math homework. Jeremy spoke up and said “I can help you with that.”

d) There was a big increase in crime in Boxville last year. Many citizens complained and wrote letters to the city government. The citizens of Boxville convinced the government to hire more police officers. 

e) A group of friends went out to eat and decided to split the total cost equally. Mary volunteered to figure out how much each of them had to pay.

Enrichment Readings

The Story of Daedalus and Icarus

Once upon a time on the island of Crete, maybe about 1325 BC, there was a king whose name was Minos (in the story; this is only a story). He had living in his palace at Knossos a great architect and inventor named Daedalus.

There are stories about Daedalus inventing all kinds of things, but he is especially supposed to have built the great Labyrinth for King Minos to keep the Minotaur in. 
After Daedalus built the Labyrinth, though, King Minos did not want him to be able to tell its secrets to anybody else, and so he kept Daedalus a prisoner in a tall tower, all alone with only his young son Icarus. 

Now Daedalus and Icarus did not like being prisoners, and so Daedalus began to think about how they could get away. He watched the birds flying and he thought how free they were, and he decided to make wings for himself and Icarus. 
Daedalus and Icarus made the wings out of bird feathers and wax and they tied the wings on to each other. Daedalus warned his son to be careful when he was flying: if he went too close to the sea, he might fall in, but if he flew too high in the sky, the heat of the sun would melt the wax on his wings and he would fall. Icarus promised to be careful

So they set off for freedom. At first everything went well, but after a little while Icarus got tired of just flying in a straight line. He began to try to do tricks and go up and down. His father told him to cut it out and behave himself, but Icarus was having too much fun to listen, and he kept on going up, higher and higher. Suddenly he realized his wings really WERE melting! He tried to go back down again, but it was too late. His wings came apart, and he fell down, down, down into the ocean, where he drowned. 

Daedalus was horrified that his son had died, and spent a long time searching for his body, but when he found it there was nothing he could do but bury it sadly.

[In this story, Daedalus had a responsibility to take care of his son; Icarus had a responsibility to obey his father.]

The Ants and the Grasshopper (Aesop)

One bright day in late autumn, a family of Ants is bustling about in the warm sunshine, drying out the grain they had stored up during the summer, when a starving Grasshopper, his fiddle under his arm, came up and humbly begged for a bite to eat.

"What!" cried the Ants in surprise, "haven't you stored anything away for the winter? What in the world were you doing all last summer?"

"I didn't have time to store up any food," whined the Grasshopper; "I was so busy making music that before I knew it the summer was gone."

The Ants shrugged their shoulders in disgust.

"Making music, were you?" they cried. "Very well; now dance!" And they turned their backs on the Grasshopper and went on with their work.

There's a time for work and a time for play.

The Athenian Oath

(This oath was taken by the young men of ancient Athens when they reached the age of seventeen.)

We will never bring disgrace [shame] on this our City by an act of dishonesty or cowardice.

We will fight for the ideas and Sacred Things of the City both alone and with many.

We will revere [respect] and obey the City’s laws, and will do our best to incite [provoke] a like [the same] reverence and respect in those [leaders] above us who are prone [are tempted] to annul [cancel] them [the laws] or set them at naught [make them nothing].

We will strive increasingly to quicken [stir up] the public’s sense of civic duty.

Thus in all these ways we will transmit [pass along to the future] this City, not only not less but greater and more beautiful than it was transmitted to us.
This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Charles White (cswhite@bu.edu). 








� From Learning About Foundations of Democracy: Teacher’s Guide for Primary Grades, published by the Center for Civic Education, Calabasas, CA (2000), p. 57.


� Story created by Charles S. White.


� Not all six of the positive examples (a-f) need to be used once students have recognized the pattern of elements contained in the first four (a-d). You can move on to the two non-examples (g and h) and then the definition.


� For each scenario, ask students to identify the action or behavior that was supposed to be done (or not done) and who had the duty to carry out the action. In student responses, emphasize the elements of duty and the action/behavior that should have been done (or should not have been done). Also, focus students’ attention on what is actually stated in the sample, not what might be unstated or inferred.


� Although this might sound like a non-example – Jane acted “irresponsibly” – there still was a duty to act in a certain way, so this situation is an example of the concept. Point out that Jane had the responsibility to tell the teacher even though she didn’t carry out the responsibility (she made a promise). Students might also recognize that Nancy probably had a responsibility to tell the teacher directly (it was the right thing to do).


� The family did not have a duty to go to the beach, so this is not an example of responsibility.


� The exact wording is less important than the underlying elements of duty (something expected of you), a behavior/action, and the idea of positive and negative behaviors/actions.


� This is a challenging example. Students may say that people (unreferenced in the scenario) have a responsibility to vote, but the focus is really on Joanne. Voting is not a responsibility for Joanne in this case because she is not eligible to vote yet.


� The list of responsibility sources is drawn from Foundations of Democracy Teacher’s Guide (Upper Elementary), published by the Center for Civic Education, Calabasas, CA (1997), p. 103.


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/religion/myths/daedalus.htm"�http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/religion/myths/daedalus.htm�


� Source: �HYPERLINK "http://www.thatresourcesite.com/Resources/bks/aesop/Aesop%20for%20Children-grasshopperandants.pdf"�http://www.thatresourcesite.com/Resources/bks/aesop/Aesop%20for%20Children-grasshopperandants.pdf�





� Source: Bennett, William J. (1993), The Book of Virtues. New York: Simon and Schuster, p. 217.
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