Civitas Lessons on Democracy
Skogs

This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by a partnership between civic educators in Connecticut and Chile under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The primary lesson contributors are the Civics First staff (www.civicsfirstct.org). The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to James Schmidt and Julie Jaquish (info@civicsfirstct.org) and international@civiced.org.

Grade Level:  1–3

Themes: Freedom, Responsibility
Lesson Description: Teacher and students read Kellogg’s The Island of the Skog and discuss the “push–pull” effect on migration and the key components of a democratic government.
Lesson Purpose:  Reinforcement of civic concepts for lower elementary students
Interdisciplinary:  language arts, geography, test prep, music
Materials:

· Kellogg, Steven.  The Island of the Skog. New York:  Puffin Books, 1973.
· District approved forms for decision making, forecasting, and planning. (Several districts in Connecticut have school-wide adoptions of copyrighted materials developed by TALENTS UNLIMITED, Mobile (Alabama) School District.)
Terms and Concepts to Understand: freedom, communication, civility, compromise, responsibility, “push–pull,” migration
Content and Instructional Strategies: 
· Beginning of the Lesson: Teacher reads the first three pages of The Island of the Skog, in which a group of mice decide to move to gain freedom from a cat. Using chart paper that has been divided into two columns with one labeled “push” and the other “pull”, teacher  has the students discuss the many different causes people have for wanting to migrate. Each cause should be put in the appropriate column (i.e.: persecution is a push, while marriage could be a pull, etc.).
· Middle of the Lesson: Teacher will read the next ten pages in which the mice make several poor decisions.  The mice have just found the Skog’s giant footprint and are about to make another. Working in small groups the students will develop a plan for dealing with the Skog.  They should have a reporter, a recorder, and at least three other students per group.
· End of the Lesson: The Skog and the mice learn the value of communication. Students should share times when communication has been helpful for them.
Reviewing and Using the Lesson: Teacher compares the mice’s anthem with our national anthem to consider what values, concepts, etc. are important to a nation.
Extending the Lesson: Students may interview family members, neighbors, etc. as appropriate to discover the reasons (both “push” and “pull”) they migrated to the United States.
Enrichment: Students may use colored string and push pins on a world map to indicate their countries of origin and the migration routes they or their families took prior to arriving in the United States.
Assessment: Students will write three rules they believe the residents of the island should follow.

This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact James Schmidt and Julie Jaquish (info@civicsfirstct.org). 
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