Civitas Lessons on Democracy
Poetic Justice

This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by a partnership between civic educators in  Oklahoma, Michigan, Colorado, Czech Republic, Slovakia, and the Dominican Republic under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. Primary contributors include Audra Plummer, Ann Rosales, Kara Newton, and Amy Carruth. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you teach this lesson and provide feedback to Jane McConnell (janem

HYPERLINK "mailto:janem@okbar.org"@

HYPERLINK "mailto:janem@okbar.org"okbar

HYPERLINK "mailto:janem@okbar.org".

HYPERLINK "mailto:janem@okbar.org"org) and international

HYPERLINK "mailto:international@civiced.org"@

HYPERLINK "mailto:international@civiced.org"civiced

HYPERLINK "mailto:international@civiced.org".

HYPERLINK "mailto:international@civiced.org"org. 

Grade Level/Age:  Pre-K through 2
Themes:  Foundations of Democracy, Justice
Lesson Description:  Students work in groups to create a two-voice poem focused on justice.
Lesson Outcomes:  Students will be able to develop a poem that describes justice in their own words and expressively read aloud poems using modulated intonation and pacing.
Terms and Concepts to Understand:  
Three types of justice: 

· Fair ways to share (distributive justice)
· Fair ways to respond to a wrong (corrective justice)
· Fair ways to make decisions (procedural justice)
Alignment to Center for Civic Education Materials: This lesson should be used after students have read Fair Bears Learn About Justice, have completed Lesson 1, “What Is Justice,” in the Learning About Justice activity book, and have understood the three types of justice.
Beginning of Lesson:  

1. The teacher reviews the three types of justice with the class and asks the students to share examples of each concept.

2. Complete the prewriting chart (Student Handout 1) as a class.

Middle of Lesson:

3. The teacher explains that a two-voice poem is a poem that is meant to be performed. The teacher explains that two-voice poetry is usually written in two columns—one for each person who is reading the poem. Each person reads the text in only one of the columns. Sometimes, the poet wants the two readers to say something at the same time, so the poet writes the words on the same line in each column. These poems often sound like two people having a conversation.

4. The teacher passes out an example of a two-voice poem. The teacher divides the class into two groups and has one section read the words in column one and the other section read the words in column two.

5. The teacher explains that the class is going to create a two-voice poem about justice. Using the collaborative prewriting chart (Student Handout 1) the teacher interactively models how to write a two-voice poem. When the two-voice poem is complete, the teacher divides the class into two groups and has students recite the poem.

6. The teacher has the class self-grade their poem using the grading rubric (Student Handout 2) and discusses how well the class poem met the grading criteria.

End of Lesson:

7. The teacher divides students into pairs.

8. After the students have paired up, the teacher passes out the template for the two-voice poem (Student Handout 3). Have students work together to develop their own two-voice poem.

9. When students have finished developing their poem, have pairs form groups of four. Each pair will perform their poem for the other members of the group. Students listening will provide feedback to the other students and highlight anything that they do not understand or feel should be corrected. Students will repeat this, giving the other pair a chance to perform their poem and obtain feedback.

10. Have students make changes based on their peers’ feedback and complete final versions of their poems to submit.

11. Ask for pairs to volunteer to share their poem with the whole class. Give two or three pairs the chance to perform their poems before the class.

Reviewing and Using the Lesson:  

Extending the Lesson:  Have students create a two-voice poem from differing points of view for each of the three types of justice.
Enrichment:  Have students create a two-voice poem from the perspective of two historical figures discussing each of their views of justice.
Assessment:  Use the rubric attached as Student Handout 2 (or develop your own) to assess your students’ two-voice poem.
Handouts:

· Student Handout 1: Prewriting Chart: Justice

· Student Handout 2: Rubric: Justice Two-Voice Poem

· Student Handout 3: Two-Voice Format Guide


Student Handout 1
Prewriting Chart: Justice

	
	Fair Ways to Share
	Fair Ways to Respond to a Wrong
	Fair Ways to Make Decisions

	What does this look like?

	
	
	

	How does it make you feel?

	
	
	

	What does this sound like?

	
	
	

	How do you deal with issues in this area?


	
	
	


Student Handout 2

Rubric: Justice Two-Voice Poem

	
	Always
	Sometimes
	Never

	Students will begin each sentence with a capital letter.
	 
	 
	 

	Students will end each sentence with punctuation.
	 
	 
	 

	Students’ content makes sense.
	 
	 
	 

	Students worked collaboratively with partners.
	 
	 
	 


Student Handout 3
Two-Voice Format Guide

	Viewpoint of Person 1
	Phrases Recited Together
	 Viewpoint of Person 2

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Jane McConnell (janem@okbar.org).
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