Civitas Lessons on Democracy

Lobbying & Advocacy
This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by the Alabama Center for Law and Civic Education under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The lesson writer is John Hughes. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to Kerri Williamson (kwilliamson@aclec.org) and international
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Grade Level/Age: 6th – 9th grade

Themes: Foundations of Democracy, Privacy, Responsibility, Rights, Freedom, Diversity, Constitutionalism, Comparative Public Policy, Advocacy, Citizen Participation


Lesson Description: Students will interact with a lesson that addresses an event they are familiar with every day they attend school – complying with dress and behavior codes. The purpose of this exercise is to create a scenario in which a change in dress code would be considered outrageous for a typical American public school student, and a search for a remedy through tried and true democratic principles.

Lesson Purpose: To familiarize students with rights and responsibilities, as well as engage them in a critical-thinking exercise as they work through the process of addressing grievances to authorities and advocate for their freedoms and ‘rights.’

Lesson Outcomes: The students will learn how to organize thoughts of perceived injustice and develop a plan of action rooted in the principles of lobbying and advocacy.

Terms and Concepts to Understand: Lobbying, petition, advocacy, protest, rights.

Content and Instructional Strategies: 

· Beginning of Lesson: The teacher will make an announcement at the beginning of class about a new policy being considered by the school board. Show the first part of the PowerPoint Presentation “Lobbying and Advocacy”

· Middle of Lesson: Students will discuss with the teacher the different ways to advocate to promote changes in public policy and the law. Students will then be broken up into groups to write letters to the school board and draft a petition to change the drastic dress code.

· End of Lesson: Students will be asked to share with the class the letters and petitions and discuss possible improvements and changes to their drafts.

Reviewing and Using the Lesson: Review the different methods that can be used for advocacy. If there is time, have the students discuss what other topics that students could identify as being appropriate for lobbying and advocacy efforts.

Extending the Lesson: A great supplement to this lesson about advocacy is the motion picture “Boycott” produced by HBO.

Assessment: The students' letters to school board members, faux letters to newspaper editors, and faux petitions should be graded for content and spelling/grammar. Allow teacher to create grade-appropriate rubric.

Teacher Resource: “Lobbying & Advocacy” PowerPoint

This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Kerri Williamson (kwilliamson@aclec.org). 
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