Civitas Lessons on Democracy

Give Me JUSTICE: Writing Descriptive Paragraphs

This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by a partnership between civic educators in Oklahoma, Michigan, Colorado, Czech Republic, Slovakia, and the Dominican Republic under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. Primary contributors include Ann Rosales, Kara Newton, and Amy Carruth. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to Audra Plummer (owpcodirector@yahoo.com) and international@civiced.org. 
Grade Level/Age: 4th–5th grade 
Themes: Foundations of Democracy, Justice
Lesson Description: Students create a descriptive paragraph about each of the different types of justice.   

Lesson Purpose: Reinforce the themes of each type of justice.  

Lesson Outcomes: Students will describe justice in their own words.

Terms and Concepts to Understand: 

· corrective justice

· distributive justice

· procedural justice 

Alignment to Standards or Mandates: 

From the National Standards for Civics and Government
Copyright 2003, Center for Civic Education. All rights reserved.

II. WHAT ARE THE BASIC VALUES AND PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY?

The Spirit that prevails among Men of all degrees, all ages and sexes is the Spirit of Liberty.

Abigail Adams (1775)


A. What are the most important values and principles of American democracy?

Content summary and rationale 

The fundamental values and principles of American democracy provide common ground for Americans to work together to promote the attainment of individual, community, and national goals. These values and principles are expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, the Gettysburg Address, and other significant documents, speeches, and writings. 
Students' understanding of these fundamental values and principles and their importance for themselves, their community, and their nation is an essential first step in fostering a reasoned commitment to them. This commitment is essential to the preservation and improvement of American democracy. 

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.

Declaration of Independence (1776)

Content standards 

1. Fundamental values and principles. Students should be able to explain the importance of the fundamental values and principles of American democracy. 

To achieve this standard, students should be able to 

· explain the importance for themselves, their school, their community, and their nation of each of the following fundamental values of American democracy: 

· individual rights to life, liberty, property, and the pursuit of happiness 

· the public or common good 

· justice 

· equality of opportunity 

· diversity 

· truth 

· patriotism 

· explain the importance for themselves, their school, their community, and their nation of each of the following fundamental principles of American democracy: 

· the people are sovereign; they are the ultimate source of the authority of the government—"We the People..." have created the government, given it limited power to protect their rights and promote the common good, and can remove people from office and change the government 

· the power of government is limited by law 

· people exercise their authority directly by voting for or against certain rules, laws, or candidates as well as by voting in community or town meetings 

· people exercise their authority indirectly through representatives they elect to make, apply, and enforce laws and to manage disputes about them 

· decisions are based on majority rule, but minority rights are protected 

· identify fundamental values and principles as they are expressed in the Declaration of Independence, Preamble to the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights, Pledge of Allegiance, speeches, songs, and stories 

From the Oklahoma PASS Standards

Social Studies

Grade 4
Standard 4: The student will describe the human systems (e.g., migrations, settlements, cultural mosaics, and economic interdependence) identified with the major regions of the United States, including human interaction with the environment.
Grade 5

Standard 3: The student will examine the growth and development of colonial America.

Standard 4: The student will examine the lasting impact of the American Revolution.

Standard 5: The student will describe the changing nation during the early federal period.

Standard 6: The student will explore the growth and progress of the new nation.

Writing

THE WRITING PROCESS 
WRITING—should be taught as a natural and integral part of the curriculum. Instruction should encourage whole pieces of writing for real purposes and real audiences (and should include all stages of the writing process). Because writing is recursive, the stages may not occur in a linear sequence, but the writer may revert to an activity characteristic of an earlier stage. The stages of the writing process include prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.

Grade 3-5

Writing/Grammar/Usage and Mechanics. The student will express ideas effectively in written modes for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
Standard 1: Writing Process. The student will use the writing process to write coherently.

Standard 2: Modes and Forms of Writing. Communicate through a variety of written forms (modes), for various purposes, and to a specific audience or person.

Standard 3: Grammar/Usage and Mechanics. The student will demonstrate appropriate practices in writing by applying Standard English conventions to the revising and editing stages of writing.

Alignment to Center for Civic Education Materials: This lesson will be used after students have completed the Justice textbook of the Foundations of Democracy series (ISBN: 0-89818-161-5). Students will use knowledge acquired during unit study.
Content and Instructional Strategies:  Complete the Foundations of Democracy Justice textbook. Students will need information in the textbook to be able to complete the writing activity.
Give me JUSTICE: Writing Descriptive Paragraphs
Beginning of Lesson:

Prewriting: Read Unit 1, Lesson 1 of Justice together as a class. Discuss the Words to Know. Create a chart about each type of justice as a class (see Chart 1: Prewriting: Class Chart). Students will need to have read about each type of justice from the Foundations of Democracy textbook. The teacher can divide class into three groups—each group being responsible for one type of justice.  

Teacher: 

“We are going to list traits of each type of justice. Look through your textbooks to find keywords that describe each type of justice. I will keep a list on the board.”

Students look through their textbooks for keywords. They then give their answers. (Appropriately Paced Accommodation—have students work in pairs or groups to help find words.) Students may need to reread Units 2, 3, and 4 to be able to gather words and phrases to describe each type of justice.  
Teacher: 
“Now I want you think of your senses in relation to these words. How would you feel?” 

Hand out Chart 2: Prewriting. 

“Look at this chart to help guide your thinking. I will write words on our class chart. If you see a good idea, copy it onto your chart, too.”

Students begin to write ideas. The teacher limits class discussion to ensure that each student is filling in chart. Each box needs to have at least one description.  

Middle of Lesson:

Drafting: Students draft a paragraph using the graphic organizer (see Chart 3: Drafting). 

Teacher: 

Hand out the graphic organizer (Chart 3: Drafting: Graphic Organizer).

“Use your prewriting chart as you create sentences in your graphic organizer. Your goal is to write a descriptive paragraph about one type of justice. I will show you how to do this using the prewriting chart we completed as my guide. Then you will complete your graphic organizer yourself. Help me decide how to fill out the class’s graphic organizer. Remember to give suggestions in a complete sentence. First let’s decide which type of justice to describe.”

Students give suggestions in complete sentences. The teacher writes the students’ ideas on the board.  

Teacher: 

Tell students the definition of a descriptive paragraph. 

“Descriptive paragraphs let the reader touch, taste, see, hear, and smell what you are describing. The reader should feel as if they can see what you are describing clearly. You want to paint a picture in words as you write the descriptive paragraph.”  

Students write sentences in their graphic organizer (Chart 3: Drafting: Graphic Organizer).  

Revising: The teacher models rereading the paragraph that the class created. Reread to make sure all sentences make sense. Double-check the facts listed.  

Teacher: 

“Now you will revise your paper with a partner. Read your paragraph aloud. Help your partner make sure the paragraph contains accurate information and make sense.”  

Editing: Use the writer’s checklist to review the paragraph (see Chart 4: Editing: Writer’s Checklist).
End of Lesson:

Publishing: Ask the students to copy their paragraph in their best handwriting or to type their paragraph. Students may even want to add illustrations. Post the completed paragraphs on bulletin boards. Have students read their paragraph aloud to class.  
Reviewing and Using the Lesson: At the end of the lesson, the teacher may review the three types of justice by having a recap discussion. Here are some questions teachers may use to frame the discussion:

1. How can we solve problems with distributive justice?

2. How can we solve problems with corrective justice?

3. How can we solve problems of procedural justice?

4. What do these types of justice look like? (Use student paragraphs to guide this discussion.)

Extending the Lesson: 

1. Describe a scene where justice is needed.
2. Create comic strip to depict a corrective justice scenario.

3. Home Activity: Generate a list of television shows or movies that integrate justice.

Enrichment: Using the descriptive paragraphs as read-alouds, the class plays Give Me JUSTICE! (see the Give me JUSTICE! handout). The teacher reads each paragraph aloud without naming each type of justice. The object of the game is for students to correctly identify the type of justice discussed in each paragraph. The Give me JUSTICE! handout describes the rules for the game.
Assessment:
1. The teacher uses the attached rubric to score each paper (see the Descriptive Paragraph Rubric).

2. The teacher may also conduct informal assessment during the Give Me Justice! game.

Handouts
· Chart 1:  Prewriting: Class Chart

· Chart 2:  Prewriting: Descriptive Paragraph

· Chart 3:  Drafting: Graphic Organizer

· Editing: Writer’s Checklist

· Give me JUSTICE! 
· Descriptive Paragraph Rubric
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Chart 1

Prewriting: Class Chart
Directions: Use this chart to gather words and phrases about each type of justice.

	Distributive Justice
	Corrective Justice
	Procedural Justice

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Chart 2

Prewriting: Descriptive Paragraph
Name:____________________



Date:____________________



	
	Distributive Justice
	Corrective Justice
	Procedural Justice

	What does this type of justice look like?
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	What does it sound like?
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	How does it make you feel?
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	What action words describe this type of justice?

What types of objects are involved in this type of justice?

What types of people are involved in this type of justice?
	
	
	


Chart 3

Drafting: Graphic Organizer

Name:____________________



Date:____________________
	Introduction Sentence: What type of justice are you describing?


	Next Eight Sentences:  What does the justice look like, sound like, and who is involved?  Use your prewriting chart to assist you. 


	1.



	2.



	3.



	4.



	5.



	6.



	7.



	8.



	Concluding Sentence: Connects with the introduction; names the types of justice you discussed



Directions: Complete this graphic organizer. Make sure that all your sentences are complete sentences.

Editing: Writer’s Checklist

Name:____________________



Date:____________________

Directions: Reread your paragraph and circle the symbol that fits your writing. 
For the last item, write the best phrase from your paragraph.
Each sentence begins with a capital letter.  (  (  (
Each sentence ends with a punctuation mark.   (  (  (
I used commas where needed.   (  (  (
My paragraph describes one type of justice.   (  (  (
The order of my sentences makes sense.   (  (  (
I made sure my sentences began differently.   (  (  (
My verb tenses are correct.   (  (  (
I used descriptive words and phrases in my piece.   (  (  (
I corrected all misspelled words to the best of my ability.   (  (  (
I used one simile or metaphor.   (  (  (
I indented my paragraph.    (  (  (
The best phrase in my paragraph is…

Give Me JUSTICE!
Object: To correctly identify each type of justice.
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Before the game: The teacher collects each student’s descriptive paragraph. The teacher reads over each paragraph to make sure it contains accurate information.  

Directions: Divide the class into teams or pair students with partners.
Game Show Host/Teacher:

1. Read aloud one paragraph.
2. Teams take turns.  

3. If the team correctly identifies the type of justice described in the paragraph, one point is awarded.  

4. If not, the next team has a chance identify the type of justice.

5. Continue to play until all paragraphs have been read.

6. The team with the most points wins the game.

Descriptive Paragraph Rubric
Name:____________________



Date:____________________

Organization
___ 4: Paragraph includes a topic sentence and at least 3 descriptive sentences; 
concludes with a sentence that connects back to the topic sentence 
___ 3: Paragraph includes a topic sentence and at least 2 descriptive sentences; 
may not include a concluding sentence 
___ 2: Paragraph includes at least 2 descriptive sentences; 
may not have a topic sentence or concluding sentence 
___ 1: Paragraph includes at least 1 descriptive sentence; 
may not have a topic sentence or concluding sentence 
Descriptive Words 
___ 4: Description includes a mixture of nouns (e.g., “confusion,” “grouch,” “blast”), 
adjectives (e.g., “sloppy shirt,” “gloomy haze,” “quick glance”), verbs (e.g., “fish dart ,” 
“bubbles gurgle ,” “riders screamed “), and adverbs (e.g., “wave lazily,” “floated weightlessly,” 
“inched closer”)  
___ 3: Description includes primarily adjectives and adverbs 
___ 2: Description relies primarily on adjectives 
___ 1: Very few descriptive words 

Writing Conventions 
___ 4: No sentence fragments or run-on sentences; no serious errors in spelling, punctuation, or usage; 
properly indented 
___ 3: No more than one sentence fragment or run-on sentence; no more than three serious errors in spelling, 
punctuation, or usage; properly indented 
___ 2: No more than two sentence fragments or run-on sentences; several serious errors 
in spelling, punctuation, or usage; may not be indented 
___ 1: Several sentence fragments or run-on sentences; several serious errors in 
spelling, punctuation, or usage; may not be indented 

Understanding of Type of Justice Chosen
___ 4: Clearly describes justice; details are clear
___ 3: Adequate description; some details are vague 
___ 2: Topic is fuzzy; few details but not clear 
___ 1: Unclear description; inaccurate information

Total Points

Score: ____/16

This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Audra Plummer (owpcodirector@yahoo.com).
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